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- ABOUT CHARLES KA’UPU -

Kumu Hula Charles Ka‘upu has lived in Hawai‘i all his life save for three years spent in Okinawa. Born and raised on the Island of O'ahu, he has for the last 16 years been on the island of Maui.

His family comes from the island of Moloka‘i with another part of the family well established on the island of Hawai'i as well. He has spent the better part of his life teaching, be it History, Culture, Religion, lecturing not only at Maui Community College, Maui Campus, but on the islands of Lana‘i and Moloka‘i as well. He has also traveled to Washington D.C. to lecture at the National Geographic Headquarters, performing there as well at the Smithsonian's National Museum of the American Indian's ground-breaking ceremony. Charles' expertise in ‘oli, the ancient art of Polynesian chant handed down through the ages, comes from formal schooling as well as from family practice, kupuna (teachers), and personal mentors. He has earned the rite of passage in the traditional sense of graduation called an ‘uniki through a process called 'ai-lolo, which literally means to ”eat the brain,“ a symbolic eating ritual of a consecrated food source, after which the graduation performance is showcased. Charles became Kumu Hula (instructor) in 1979 and has been teaching chant and dance these many years. He first became a part of the musical troupe HAPA in 1993 and continues to travel and perform with HAPA today. "We have been so fortunate to have been invited to the many interesting places through the years" says Ka‘upu, places like the Folk Alliance Music Festival in Washington D.C., South by Southwest in Austin Texas, and even Telluride's Bluegrass Festival and many places in between. It has been magical even today.....
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